I am Tatiana Salinas. I live in inner city Los Angeles with my large family of six children and two parents. Our maternal and fraternal grandparents are near so our extended family is huge. Both my parents work hard, and, as one of the older girls, I am responsible for taking care of my younger siblings. 
Education is important to my parents. I would say they are overly strict when it comes to education. If my grade dips to a “C”, my parents start working on it right away. They watch my grades closely and will call my teachers or principal if they think anything is wrong. Two years ago, my parents removed me from my home middle school because I’d started slacking off on my grades. That was a hard lesson. They enrolled me in the Independent Study Program of the Los Angeles Unified School District and that meant I was responsible for doing all my assignments by myself. It taught me to schedule my time, follow written directions, and execute assignments completely. I know how to work on my own and how to study well. By the time I was in 8th grade, I had a 4.0 grade average because I understood exactly what was expected out of me and how to complete my assignments properly. 

In high school, I didn’t find the work hard, but I felt the teachers were not always fair in they way they graded. For example, in Algebra, I was careful to go to class each day and complete all assignments and quizzes. I had an A in the class and then the teacher gave us an exam we didn’t have notes for, and everyone’s grades went down. My Dad was so mad that he met with the principal. The principal said that even though a lot of parents had the same complaint about the same teacher, there was nothing he could do. I think that most of the Hispanic and African American students are being singled out and because it’s a charter school, they can do whatever they want. I don’t think tax money should go to schools that try to get rid of ethnic students. It’s wrong. We’re not dumb; we know what’s going on. My Dad felt, that until we could find a better comprehensive school, it was best for me to return to independent study. I did and saved my grade point average.

Some thing that is really bothering my family, my community, and me are the threat of ICE, deportation, and the worst – family separation. It just seems that if you are Hispanic, you are walking around with a target on your back. My Dad’s parents have been working in California for over fifty years. All that work, all those taxes, all that citizenship, and now we live in fear. I’ve seen ICE going through garbage in the alley. It’s like Nazi Germany and Hispanics are the Jews. Last semester, we studied the Kindertransporten, preparing for the Mona Golabek ‘Children of Willesden Lane piano concert. The more we learned about how Jews were targeted and how false information was put out through the country to turn the public against Jews (even in school books), the more it reminded me of what is going on in the United States. It seems crazy, but after that thematic study, I believe what happened in Germany can happen here. We have to stop it, by whatever means necessary.
