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Personal Statement Essay

Someone recently reminded me that we all have excellence within us and are destined for greatness. This truth should not be taken for granted and requires an appreciation for the gifts that have been bestowed upon us. It is a reminder that, “to whom much is given, much will be required” (Luke 12:48) and is the reason why I believe it is my responsibility to give back to others in my school and community.  

From the time I was in elementary to the present, I have given my time to various organizations and volunteered with various school and community organizations. The first memorable experience that has pushed me to want to help others was during middle school when I volunteered at the Spring Fling; a fundraising event sponsored by Community Magnet Elementary School. At the Spring Fling; I sold tickets, hosted the ring toss booth, and served as a gopher to make sure that people were having fun while raising much needed funds for the school. I continue to give back to the school by volunteering in classrooms, tutoring, and serving as a mentor for young students. This experience led to a strong desire to give back to others and when I entered high school, I continued to be active by participating in charitable clubs that worked with homeless organizations and raised funds for hurricane relief.   

In my junior year, my teachers recommended me to be a Link Crew Leader. This position is only given to individuals who teachers feel have strong leadership skills and will be an asset to the school community (students cannot run or ask to be in Link Crew; they must be recommended by faculty and staff members). I was honored to be recognized by my teachers to be a person who could effectively support and guide lowerclassmen with the transition from middle to high school. This opportunity to create programs that encouraged participation and inclusion for freshmen who may not feel comfortable during their first and/or second year of high school by assigning myself as a lunch buddy, school spirit activities leader, serving as a resource for freshmen while simultaneously helping them adjust to the school and the academic workload has been very rewarding. I wanted to make my school a more open, welcoming environment and feel that this opportunity has allowed many new students to feel comfortable and included. 

Being a Link Crew Leader is not the only activity I am involved in at the school. I also serve as the Secretary for the Black Scholars Union. It is my responsibility to keep an official recording of events as well as bring awareness of concerns unique to students of color. As such, I have organized events for Black History Month, college/career awareness activities and panel discussions that deal with controversial topics. 

Outside of school, I am a member of the Mayor's Youth Council where I work with the homeless and serve on a campaign for healthier food options in urban areas. I truly appreciate having the opportunity to work on these issues as I have spent more than 300 hours working on various projects that helped people in need. However, at this time, I am most proud of my work with registering youth to vote at my school, other public high schools, community events and personally registered many young people who voted for the first time in the 2018 election. Voting gives youth the opportunity to share their concerns by shaping the decisions that our government makes. We need to make sure that our voices are heard as we have a chance to shape the country in a manner that truly reflects our concerns, desires and plans for a better 
									
future. If we continue to let others make decisions for us, we are not effectively using our collective power to be heard.

In addition to the above, this past summer I was fortunate to be selected to participate in the California Youth Think Tank and the African American Leaders for Tomorrow programs. These experiences furthered my leadership skills and have prepared me for a life of continued service where I will advocate for those who are unable to speak for themselves and use my voice to bring awareness to injustices in our society. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Academically, I would like you to know that I have completed all my high school requirements a year early with the exception of 1 English course. By June 2019, I will graduate with 287 credits which is 57 credits over the 230 High School Diploma requirement. Through perseverance and a sincere effort to push myself beyond my means, I have exceeded the diploma requirements. By June 2019, I will have completed 11 college level courses which will, if transferable, be equivalent to 33 college credits. I have earned a 3.9 GPA in the college courses and will be starting college as a sophomore student. By performing well in college classes, I am motivated to continue on this road of academic success and look forward to enrolling into university level courses. 

We are all meant to make a difference. I plan to make a difference in my lifetime by holding a position in a political office or working with climate change where I am able to make the world a better place for all. By following the path cleared by my elders and opening doors for those who come behind me, we will undoubtedly create a future generation that is strong, courageous and powerful. 

